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We are excited about
our upcoming Burkhart
Family Endowed Lecture
Series featuring
Lynley and Jazz
Summers, authors
of Autism Is Not a
Life Sentence, on
Wednesday, Octo-
ber 21. Last year’s
event with Temple
Grandin was such a suc-
cess that we could not pass
up the opportunity to con-
tinue this tradition.

The first session of the
day will feature an interac-
tive lecture for college stu-
dents at 9:00 a.m. in the
Allen Theater. The sec-
ond session will be a pres-
entation for parents and
educators at 5:30 p.m. in

The Burkhart Center is proud to an-
nounce Lynley and Jazz Summers, a dy-

An Evening with Lynley and
Jazz Summers

nAUL i

sm | s

October 21, 2009
5:30-7:00

Not

Lubbock Memorial

Civic Center Theater

the Lubbock Memorial
Civic Center Theater.
Lynley and Jazz will
share their inspiring mes-
sage of hope for families
affected by Autism Spec-
trum Disorder.

Childcare will be pro-
vided in the evening;
however, space is limited,

so please make your reser-
vations early. There is no
cost to attend either of
these events, and free
parking will be available
for the evening lecture.

For questions or more
information, please con-
tact the Burkhart Center at
742-1998, ext 458.

namic mother and daughter duo, as the
featured speakers of our Burkhart Family
Endowed Lecture Series 2009.

Jazz, a 19-year-old college student at
the University of Central Arkansas, was
diagnosed with autism as a young child.
Since then, she has overcome many ob-
stacles in her life. She is an award-
winning vocalist, co-author of several
books, and speaks at conferences

throughout the United States. Summers
continued on pg. 2
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Lynley was determined to beat
the odds against the life prescribed
to her daughter by physicians. She
has become a well-known speaker
teaching advocacy skills to parents
around the country. She also pre-
sents a variety of strategies she has
used to help her daughter find bal-

Upcoming Events

ance and purpose in life. Lynley
hopes that by sharing her story, she
will help other families affected by
autism.

We are sure you will be inspired
by their message and look forward
to having them here at Texas Tech
University.
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Teaching Academy. We encourage all educators to participate
in these professional development workshops. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.burkhartcenter.org; or to register
online, please visit www.esc17.net.

not too | at el k

This month, we have selected
Rhonda Massey as our spotlight indi-
vidual. She grew up in Sweetwater,
Texas and came to Lubbock in 1985
to attend Texas Tech University. She
is currently employed as an Early
Intervention Specialist at Early

Childhood Intervention. Autism en-
tered her life in 1989 when she and
her future husband went on their first

¥ | date and saw the movie Rainman.

According to Rhonda, “Dan nor |
were aware of autism; this was our

- | first introduction.”

Eight years later, the irony of their
first date became obvious as their
older son Matthew was diagnosed
with autism. Four years later, their
younger son Michael was also found
to be on the spectrum.

It was then that Rhonda’s life for-
ever changed, and the struggles of
raising two children with autism be-
gan. “It affects every facet of your
life; you must think ahead about all
activities that may affect your chil-
dren.”

Burkhart Center for Autism
Education and Research
College of Education

Texas Tech University

806.742.1998 x 458
burkhart.educ@ttu.edu
www.burkhartcenter.org

Each day Rhonda remains optimis-
tic, and dreams of success for each of
her sons. “For Matthew, I hope he
can get a job in the future where his
behaviors do not limit him. I also
hope he can gain independence by
continuing his knowledge of self-

September  Teaching 12:00-3:00
24,2009 Academy
September Gala Latina 6:30-late
26, 2009
October 2, Parents’ 6:00-9:00
2009 Night Out
October 8, Teaching 12:00-3:00
2009  Academy
o sign up for t
October 21, Burkhart 5:30-7:00
2009 Lecture Se-
ries

October 27, SPAN 6:30-8:00
2009

help skills. And for Michael, I still
hold out hope that one day he will
talk to me. I know he can do it, it is
just a matter of time.”

While the struggles have been
great, so too have the blessings.
Rhonda said the biggest blessing
throughout this journey has been the
people she has met. “I have met the
most wonderful people, some have
helped me cope, others have taught
my children. Some have laughed
with me when I needed to laugh,
some have cried with me when [
needed to cry, and some have be-
come my best friends, that [ can’t
live without, because they understand
my situation.”

While the battle is nowhere near
over, we know that Rhonda will con-
tinue to fight with strength and cour-
age and be the best mother she can be
for her sons and continue to be a
positive support for others in the
community who face the same strug-
gles.




